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Role of Organization for Persons with Disabilities in Promoting Occupation in

Great Mekong Sub Region
Thitirat Wichaidit'”

Abstract

This research is qualitative research. The purpose of the study is to examine the role
of organizations for persons with disabilities in promoting employment of persons with
disabilities in the Greater Mekong Sub region (GMS) which is consists of Laos, Burma, Cambodia,
Vietnam and Thailand. In-depth interview is used for collecting data from a total of 20
participants; executives of the organizations for persons with disabilities including the persons
with disabilities who have been supported for employment. In this study, management process
and barriers relating to employment promotion for persons with disabilities in the countries
mentioned above are presented by comparing differences and similarities. As this can be
beneficial for further development for persons with disabilities in general in the future.

The research found that the political, economic, social, cultural contexts and related
laws for development of quality of life of persons with disabilities in Great Mekong Sub Region
were similar in terms of social environments except Vietnam and Thailand that the
organization was strongly supported by the Government. The research also found that the
organization for persons with disabilities in Thailand was empowered and inspired other
countries in Great Mekong Sub Region as a role model for development. The promoting
processes were mainly self-independent focused. Regarding to the problem and obstacles in
promoting occupation for persons with disabilities in Great Mekong Sub Region found that the
civil society was denied to comply with the government’s laws which resulting to less
employment of persons with disabilities in their country.

The recommendation is the organization for persons with disabilities in Great Mekong
Sub Region should be tripartite which consists of Government sector, Civil Society, and
Organization for persons with disabilities and people with disability. Government sector and
related sectoral bodies should comply with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities. The Civil Society should work collaborative and executive under the government’s
policies. Persons with Disabilities should encourage and support each other in order to
mobilize and strengthen the organization for persons with disabilities as the mechanism of the

sustainable development for persons with disabilities.

Keywords: Organizations for Persons with Disabilities, Employment Promotion, Persons with
disabilities

b Wichaidit@live.com, Doctoral student in Social Welfare Administration Faculty of Social Work and Social

Welfare Huachiew Chalermprakiet University.
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